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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /031 W 

050358 

P R 080901Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SANAA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3971 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

SEC RET SANAA 1388 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, MARR, MASS, JO, YE, SA, US 

SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH COMMAND COUNCIL PRESIDENT HAMDI 
DEPT PASS CINCEUR 

1. SUMMARY: HAMDI CALLED FOR CLOSEST POSSIBLE TIES WITH USG. 

SAID HE IN CONTROL AND PRIMIN AYNI OF NO CONSEQUENCE. 

COUNTRY WILL BE RETURNED TO CIVILIAN RULE IN 2-3 MONTHS. 
AMBASSADOR INFORMED HIM OF USG APPROVAL FOR JORDANIAN TRANS- 
FER OF AMMUNITION OF YARG AND BRIEFED HIM ON ABU DHABI- 
FINANCED FMS SHIPMENTS NOW BEING ASSEMBLED. HAMDI, CONFIDENT. 
FORCEFUL AND FRANK, SAID HE WOULD STOP ANY PALESTINIAN 
ANTI-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA IN YAR MEDIA. 

2. AMBASSADOR ACCOMPANIED BY DCM CALLED ON COMMAND 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT LTC IBRAHIM AL-HAMDI AT 2030 HOURS 
JULY 6 ON EVE LATTER'S DEPARTURE FOR SAUDI ARABIA AND 
EGYPT. AMBASSADOR APOLOGIZED FOR ASKING FOR MEETING 
ON SHORT NOTICE BUT TOLD HIM HE HIMSELF WAS RETURNING TO 
WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATIONS JULY 7 AND WANTED TO 
SEE HIM BEFORE MUTUAL DEPARTURES. 

3. HAMDI WAS EVEN FRANKER THAN EVER. HE SAID LOOKED 
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FORWARD TO SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA AS BEGINNING 
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CLOSE RELATIONSHIP. HE HOPED IYCT SAG WOULD AGREE TO 
HELP WITH RE-EQUIPPING YEMENI ARMY. HOWEVER, SAG 
RESOURCES BEYOND MONEY LIMITED. UNITED SATES WAS 
SUPER POWER AND THROUGH ITS OWN RESOURCES COULD NOT 
ONLY ITSELF AID YEMEN BUT COULD STIMULATE SUPPORT ON 
MUCH WIDER SCALE. 

4. HAMDI THEREFORE WANTED TO TELL AMBASSADOR THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT WAS DETERMINED TO SEEK CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
COOPERATION WITH USG. IN CONTRAST TO EARLIER REGIMES, 



YARG UNDER COMMAND COUNCIL HAD DECLARED WHERE IT 
STOOD. IT PLACED HIGHEST VIGUE ON FRIENDSHIP WITH 
USG. IN VIEW FRANK RELATIONSHIP WITH AMBASSADOR, HAMDI 
SAID HE WANTED ASK QTE NAIVE UNQTE QUESTION: WHAT 
WAS AMBASSADOR'S VIEW OF RECENT EVENTS IN YAR AND 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT. 

5. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT HE HAD MADE NO SECRET OF 
HIS RESPECT FOR PRESIDENT IRYANI, ALTHOUGH HE KNEW 

THAT THERE HAD BEEN CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT. HE FELT 
THAT IT ESSENTIAL TO RETURN YAR TO CIVILIAN RULE AT 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. THERE NO DOUBT IN HIS MIND, 

HOWEVER, THAT, IF EVENTS OF JUNE 13 HAD BEEN NECESSARY, 

HAMDI HIMSELF WAS BEST PERSON TO LEAD COUNTRY AND 
ENJOYED FULL CONFIDENCE OF PEOPLE. IN FRANKNESS HE 
MIST ADMIT THAT SOME PEOPLE HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
PRIMIN MUHSIN AL-AYNI. HAMDI UNDOUBTEDLY KNEW MASAG 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS AYNI. WE OURSELVES HAD NOT FOUND 
HIM OVERLY WELL DISPOSED TO USG DURING HIS PREVIOUS 
TERMS OF OFFICE AS PRIMIN. WE REALIZED, HOWEVER, THAT 
AYNI ENJOYED POPULARITY IN COUNTRY. WE BELIEVED 
THERE ALSO SOME DISAPPOINTMENT IN COUNTRY THAT NEW 
CABINET, ALTHOUGH PART OF REFORM PROGRAM, CONTAINED 
MANY OLD FACES. 

6. HAMDI REACTED BLUNTLY AND FORCEFULLY. HE WELCOMED 
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AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS AND WAS ASSURING HIM FORMALLY THAT 

IT NOW PLANNED TO RETURN COUNTRY TO CIVILIAN RULE 

WITHIN TWO TO THREE MONTHS (SEE SANAA 1385 FOR SPECIFIC DETAILS PRO 

VIDED BY MIN INT MUTAWAKKIL.) 

OF COURSE REFORM PROGRAM NOW BEINGRPIMPLEMENTED WOULD 

TAKE MUCH LONGER TO EFFECT. AS FAR AS PRIMIN 

AL-AYNI WAS CONCERNED, HE WAS NOT POPULAR BUT HATED. 

HE HAD MANY MORE ENEMIES THAN FRIENDS. IT WAS HAMDI 
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WHO HAD DECIDED HE WOULD BE USEFUL AND HAD OVERCOME 
OPPOSITION TO HIS APPOINTMENT. CABINET APPOINTMENTS 
HAD BEEN LEFT TO PRIMIN. HAMDI DID NOT THINK THEIR 
GENERALLY POOR REPUTATION WOULD HARM HIM IN ANY SIG 
NIFICANM WAYKV AS FAR AS RCLAPUONS WITH USG, HE WISHED TO 
REITERATE WHAT HE HAD SAID EARLIER ABOUT CLOSEST 
POSSIBLE COOPERATION. IF AMBASSADOR NOTED SLIGHTEST 
DIMINUTION OF THIS POLICY, HE SHOULD JUST PICK UP 
TELEPHONE AND CALL HIM. MATTER WOULD BE IMMEBEAPLY 
CORRECTED. THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUT TET HAMDI WAS 
MAN IN CHARGE OF YARG. ONCE YARG HAD FIRM SUPPORT 
FOR ITS FRIENDS, WHICH MUST BE ACTION NOT PROMISES, 

UNDESIRABLE ELEMENTS WOULD BE REMOVED. CABINET, HE 
NOTED, IS ONLY FOR QTE TRANSITIONAL STAGE UNQTE 
OF RETURN TO CIVILAIN RULE. 

7. AMBASSADOR THANKED HAMDI FOR ASSURANCES. WE HAD 
KEPT IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH SAG SINCE AMBASSADOR'S LAST 
CONVERSATION WITH HAMDI AND WE FELT ASSURED THAT HE 
WOULD RECEIVE WARMEST POSSIBLE RECEPTION IN SAUDI 
ARABIA. WE EXPECTED THAT QUESTION OF RE-EQUIPPING 
YAR ARMED FORCES WOULD COME UP AND, ONCE FIRM AGREEMENT 
REACHED BETWEEN YARG AND SAG, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
CONSULT ON ROLE WE COULD PLAY. AS INDICATION STRONG 
USG INTEREST, AMBASSADOR HAPPY TO REPORT THAT USG HAD 
QUICKLY NOTIFIED KING HUSSEIN OF ITS APPROVAL FOR 
KING'S DECISION TO MEET YARG EMERGENCY AMMUNITION 
REQUEST BY PROVIDING USG-ORIGIN AMMUNFITION. AS 
INSTRUCTED BY STATE 146077, AMBASSADOR CAUTIONED 
HAMDI THAT IT IMPORTANT TO BRIEF SAG THOROUGHLY ON HIS 
REQUESTS TO JORDAN TO AVOID ANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
BETWEEN SAG AND GOJ. 
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8. AMBASSADOR, IN RESPONSE A ZGPREVIOUS HAMDI REQUEST, 
PROVIDED HIM WITH DOCUMENTS ON ABU DHABI-FINANCED 
FMS SALES CASES TO YAR. OJV BRIEFLY DESCRIBED FOR 
HAMDI, WHO ONLY VAGUELY FAMILIAR WITH TRANSACTION 
HANDLED BY FORMER COS MASWARI, MAJOR ITEMS TO BE 
SUPPLIED AND PLAN TO SHIP THEM WITHIN NINETY DAYS 
NOW THAT CHECK RECEIVED. ON ONE POINT, FACT THAT 

106S RR TO BE GROUND-MOUNTED RATHER THAN JEEP-MOUNTED, 
HAMDI SHOWED SOME DISAPPOINTMENT. HE HOPED SHIPMENT 
COULD BE MADE IN SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME. 

9. IN CLOSING AMBASSADOR SAID HE THOUGHT HE SHOULD 
MENTION ONE PROBLEM. VOICE OF PALESTINE ON SANAA 
RADIO AND ON ITS PAGE IN NEWSPAPER THAWRA WAS 
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INCLUDING CRITICISM OF USG. AS THIS DID NOT SEEM 
APPROPRIATE ON SOIL OF FRIENDLY STATE, I FELT HE 
SHOULD MENTION IT TO HAMDI. HAMDI RESPONDED IMME- 
DIATELY THAT THIS NOT PERMITTED. THERE WOULD BE NO 
FURTHER RECURRENCE. (WE NOTE THAT PALESTINIAN PAGE IN 
JULY 8. THAWRA DOES NOT CONTAIN SINGLE WORD ABOUT USG.) 

10. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH HAMDI HAS PUBLICLY REAFFIRMED 
Y ARC'S TRADITIONAL POLICY OF NON-ALIGNMENT, THERE NO 
DOUBT IN OUR MINDS THAT HE WISHES FOREIGN POLICY 
BASED ON CLOSE TIES WITH SAG AND USG, CONSISTENT, 
HOWEVER, WITH HIS OWN STRONG FEELINGS OF NATIONALISM. 
HAMDI, REMARKABLY FRANK EVEN BY STANDARD PREVIOUS 
CONCERSATIONS. GAVE EVERY EVIDENCE THAT HE IS FIRMLY 
IN CHARGE AND CONFIDENT OF HIS ABILITY CONTROL PRIMIN 
AYNI AND HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW SINAN ABU LUHUM. 

NEWTON 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED CINCEUR. 
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